General linger 7627 Old Receiver n oad 

.VG i31I-TV l ,l rederick, rid. 21701 

Hoston, Lass. 1/31/89 

Dear General iianager, 

Uuite some time before' you aired the Nova show on tho assassination of President 
Kennedy I wrote its executive producer with cautions. The morning after it was aired I 
wrote lier again. Iiy w<irning was tliat you (plj were about to perpetrate a fraud and defame 
yourselves. Wliat I 3aid after I saw tho show in thut it was knowingly, deliberately 
and shamefully dishonest. I enclose copies of both letters. 

I asked lis. apsell, who has responded to nothing and nobody, so omniscient is she 
about everything, to refer wliat I said to ^ob Richter, who wrote and produced that 
dis, graceful tiling, a:d to, if she did not reply, someone above her. I have heard nothing 
from anybody after more than two months so I write you. 

^lis is not because I think you con do anything. Tliero is no way you can undo the 
harm done with a disgraceful misinforming of a large audience about the most subversive 
of possible crimes in a society like ours, one tliat can work well only when the people 
are well and accurately informed about important matters. It is because I believe you 
should know and because 1 tiiink that the people have a right to expect honesty and 
decency from public TV. 

I believe tliat your show and it3 responsible people failed a public trust* to the 
people for whom public TV is intended and frilled in their personal and professional 
responsibilities • I boliove also that they^ insufferably arrogant and behaved badly. 

Uhon - learned tliat a liistory professor who i3 a subject expert and coauthor of the 
only scholarly bibliography on the subject could not get anyone to talk to him when he 
took the trouble to plione I wrote, although I am over 75 and in impaired health. I asked 
nothing at all for myself and tliere could have been nothing for me. I tried only to help 
your people meet tlieif professional responsibilities and their responsibilities to N 0 va, 

„ often a truly great program, to your station and its audience and to the stations tliat 
would carry that program and their audiences. 

I did not annotate a transcript because I do not know anyone who got one but if 
you want mo to put up or shut up send me one and 1*11 annotate it an confront anyone 
who disputes any of my annotations, particularly Hichter and "if ton. 

I was truly disappointed and I thought about this alter seeing tlie misnamed 
“rfho dhot President Kennedy' 1 - misnamed unless you intended to defame many innocent 
people - and there are a few tilings I add to wliat I wrote Ms. ivpsell. 

V/ithout my caution Hichter had solid reason for not trusting iiifton. He interviewed 
flifton when he was with CB8, probably as early as 1966. Lifton then was pushing another 
theory, tliat brown U Hoot, major contractors ^ and with Lifton this reads L13J and he 
did specify LdJ to me ) dug tunnels in secret in Dealey Plaza and place^a papier mache 
tree tliere and later removed it also in secrecy. He said the assassination was pulled . 

from the tunnels and papier mache tree*. Tliis is well known and Hichter knew it./^- 

A ou aired an information program alleging tliat the President ' 3 body was kidnapped 
and altered yet you omitted even a 3ug/;estion about how this was possible or who did it 
and how. Naturally. I wrote and told Its. apsell that it was impossible and if you wunt the 
proof, please let me know. Go, that was just omitted. I'm surprised not to have heard 
of any rovieu or commentary tliat did nmt clobbei^ou for this. 

If Hichter was as familiar with the liteimture as honest preparation required he 
also know tliat just about 100/<> of what Lifton' s book takes credit for was published long, 
long before he did it. ' A ‘hi3 should have prompted some curiosity if not cautions. What 
remains, save for a few misinterpretations of evidence, is only the theory, the fabrication 
you aired. If I recall correctly he also ripped that off from a man who was his friend und 
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who published it years before hifton did his book. 

You know nothing about me. I an a former reporter, investigative reporter, U.S. 
Senate inveatiga or and editor and during and for a tine after World War II I was a 
government intelligence analyst. I have published seven books on political assassination 
and some are still used as colfegiate texts. A '*y first book was the first book on the 
Warren Commission. I filed many Freedom of Information lawsuits to bring to light most 
of^roviosuly-withheld information that is now availabc^L, in all perhaps a third of a 
millions pages, all of which is freely available to anyone here and will be in perpetuity 
at local ^ood College. Congress amended the investigatory files exemption of the ket 
over one of my earlier lawsuits. ily work is a study, as I told Ms. apsell, of how our 
basic institutions worked or failed to work in tliat t.-agic tine and since then. (Nova 
made no mention of these institutions, really ^ut it is part of one.) If you want to be 
referred to those who will tell you tliat wliile I have lie own beliefs ^and I inject no 
theory about who did the killing at allfind never published even one) 1 make all tliat 
I got under fully available to tliose I know will say wliat I do not agree with. 

^nlii 3 tliose who produced tliat /^ova program, I make no effort to censor what the people 
can know. 

I liave two purposes in writing you. One is to inform you because I believe NOVA 
did a groat dissorvice to the nation and was knowingly disfeonost. Tlie other is to add to 
the record JF leave for the future about how our institutions served us when it loolced 
at and undertook to inform the country about tliat groat subversion that I believe had 
the effect of a coup d'etat. I believe tlii3 is true regardless of who the President is. 
nud I do it witliout enjoying it u bit. 

Viliat you do or do not do i3 your affair. I regret tliia whole business very, very 
much because I expected better from NOVa and from your station which originates so much 
^iiat i3 so good. 



Sincerely, l 






Harold Ueisberg 



